An unforgettable

Save up to

Included in 3 00/

round-the-world voyage

114 nights from £135 per night * 38 ports of call ¢ 33,348 nautical miles ¢ Departin

To sail around the world is the ultimate cruise experience and one that will
give memories to last a lifetime. Why not set off on your own global

n the wake of great explorers and book your

d Cruise in 2012? This fantastic voya

adventure following
place on Saga Ruby’s ¥

will take you in comfort

nds and aw

and a landmark voyage

ome natural wor

tinations. This will be Saga Ruby’s fifth world cruise
she’ll be taking passengers to South

Korea and Taiwan for the first time.

The World Cruise 2012 aboard Saga Ruby

Date | Destination

Jan6 | Southampton, England

Jan 10 | Funchal, Madeira

Jan17 | StJohn's, Antigua

Jan 19 | la Guaira, Venezuela

Jan20 | Willemstad, Curagao

Jan23 | Puerto Limon, Costa Rica

Jan 24 | Transit the Panama Canal
Jan25 | Balboa &, Panama

Jan 28 | Paita, Peru

Jan29 | salaverry, Peru

Feb4 Easter Island &

Feb7 Pitcaim Island ¢ &

Feb 11 | Papeete, Tahiti, French Polyensia
Feb 12 | Bora Borad, French Polynesia
Feb 16 | Cross the International Date Line

Feb 19 | Bay of Islands &, New Zealand

Date Destination
Feb 20 Tauranga, New Zealand
Feb21 | Auckland, New Zealand
Sydney, Australia
Caims, Australia
Bitung, Sunda Islands, Indonesia
Manila, Philippines
Mar 12 | Nagasaki, Japan
Mar 13| Jeju Island, South Korea
Mar 15| Tianjin Xingang (for Beijing), China
Mar 16 | Tianjin Xingang (for Beijing), China
Mar 18 | Shanghai, China
Mar 20 | Hirara, Miyako Island, Japan
Mar 21 | Keelung (for Taipei), Taiwan
Mar 23 | Hong Kong
Mar 24 | Hong Kong
Mar 27 | Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

Mar 28 | Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam
Mar 30 | Singapore

January 6, 2012

All meals and snacks

, beautiful
ne of the world’s most

the price...

Al gratuities on board

Visas

4
4
v
v All port taxes
4
v

Travel insurance and
additional cancellation cover

Off full fares

On-board
credit up to

114 nights
from

£135°

per night

24-hour room service

All on-board entertainment

Return private chauffeur car service if you live

within 250 miles of Southampton, or return
first class rail travel, or car parking or UK return
domestic flights, subject to availability.

Welcome cocktail party and Captain’s dinner

V' Porterage of luggage to your cabin

V' Ashuttle bus from the port when the town or
city is more than 500 yards away at most ports

PLUS, there are no fuel surcharges

... AND ALL BACKED BY

THE SAGA PRICE PROMISE

If we lower our prices after you've booked
we promise to pass the value of the saving
on to you - please call for details.

Cruise code: RU500

Date Destination

Mar 31 | Port Kelang (for Kuala Lumpur), Malaysia
| Colombo, Sri Lanka
Mumbai, India
Muscat, Oman

| sharm el Sheikh, Eqypt
Apr 19-20] Port Suez &, Egypt
Apr20 | Transit the Suez Canal
Apr23 | Valletta, Malta
Apr27 | Lishon, Portugal
Apr30 | Southampton, England

Days not detailed are at sea.
2 Land by launch or tender.

« Passengers do not go ashore.
Days not detailed are spent at sea.

You can join Saga Ruby for part
of the journey on a number of
shorter cruises. Pethaps sail from
Southampton to Auckland and
fly back from New Zealand,

or fly to Australia and step on
board in Sydney to sail back to
Southampton. Please call our
travel consultants for more details
of these cruises.

To book your place call FREE on 0800 068 5056

(RUISEERITICCO.UH
Best for Kid-Free Cruising
Cruises

quoting TTCR4 or visit saga.co.uk/times

*Per person, per night based on two people sharing a J grade inside cabin including any relevant booking discount. Fare quoted is the lowest available

f going to print and i subject to availability and change. This i not a brochure. T

s and coniions apply. SHAG388

BDABT

W8164 / W817

SAGA

Cruising done properly

‘Each round house has

[T  its own small flock of

edible guinea pigs’

Peru’s other ancient Andean city

A

Mud hut, outside 100, nice view:
why basic 1s the new luxury

Remote and wild —
real luxury is about
the simple life, says
[an Belcher. Just
ask Wills and Kate

hen Prince Wil-
liam slipped his
mother’s ring on
Kate Middleton’s
manicured ~ fin-
ger, he gave the
royal seal of
approval to the latest travel trend: the
search for authenticity. You cant keep
it much more real than the Rutundu log
cabin in Kenya, where he popped the
question. Fifteen kilometres from the
nearestroad, it has no electricity and offers

hyenas, leopards and glorious isolation
ratherthan paparazzi.

It is high-profile proof that luxury no
longer means six-star bling, butlers and
24-hour room service. Now it all about
getting back to basics. We want a remote
cabin, a desert tent— admittedly we like it
with bells and whistles — or a wilderness
lodge with elegy-inducing views. Food
should include local ingredients, local
flavourandalocal chef. Forget fusion.

Perhapsit’sareaction to our manic, sani-
tised, over-branded age. For a true escape
we desire walls of stone, wood or canvas to
be warmed by flames rather than central
heating, with fresh air on tap and a night
sky drenched with stars. It need not cost
theearth, but it must be high on natureand
low on fellow guests.

Take the Ark Hotel in Swedish Lapland.
You can't get farther from the madding
crowd thanthe five wood huts huddled like
nervous reindeer in the middle of the
frozen Lake Tornetriisk. Hotels are rarely
more elemental. When I was there the
in-room entertainment consisted of lifting

The Mud Hut (9) in Sri
Lanka, main picture, offers
tropical simplicity, but

for glorious isolation

The Secret Ranchito (5) in

¢ atrap door, drilling a hole in the ice and

droppinga baited hook into theicy depths.
Supper was moose sausage and reindeer

: washed down with vats of schnapps —and
: when the aurora borealis writhed across
Chile is hard to beat H

the sky, we left the sauna to sprint naked
across the ice. If  hadn’t been howling like

awerewolf, 'd have proposed. Toanyone.

I experienced the same release, albeit
fully clothed, at Tyrconnell in Australia, a
19th-century gold mine enveloped by
Queensland’s rolling bush. It was a double
act: nature delivered silence and solitude,
Tyrconnell supplied period cottages with
paraffin lamps and claw baths. Shortly
before I arrived, Kylie Minogue and her
Spanish lover had stayed there, undis-
turbed by the international press.

Nowhere, no matter how remote, is
immune to this royal-endorsed travel
trend. While crossing from Chileto Argen-
tina, I stopped at a goat herder’s hut,
11,500ft up in the Andes. The adventure
experts Explora had pimped it with cactus
roof beams, slate floors and alpaca-hair
blankets. It was ridiculously cosy, yet still a
lonely goat herder’s hut, a tiny pinprick in
the vast South American wilderness. And
at that moment, as a cruel wind whipped
down the valley,  wouldn't have wanted to
stay anywhere else. It was simply perfect.

For 15 more small but perfectly formed
hideaways with that vital streak of
authenticity, read on ...
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1Little Tom's Cottage,
NorthIsland, New Zealand
Thistiny hideaway scores major points for
itslocation andstyle, with afabulous
alfresco bath thrown in. Overlooking the
Tukituki River near Hawke’s Bay, the
coolly renovated old cottage has squashy
sofasin the petite living room, and a
bedroom with french doors opening onto
thevalley. Waimarama Beach s close, as is
foodand vino at Craggy Range winery.
Details £58pp per night with

Turquoise Holidays (01494 678 400,
turquoiseholidays.co.uk)

2 Ooraminna Homestead,

Northern Territory, Australia

‘Ooraminna s the Outback with the rough
edgeﬁ knocked off. Sitting on Deep Well

4 I)unlof\Tiol
Colorado

IfRalph Lauren were et loosein the
Rockies he would come up with something
is. Tl i d ghost

Springs,

o X
town near Telluride contains several
revamped miners’ cottagesinadreamy
valley overlookmg meadows and

Echo Cabin, with

mere 500,000 acres near Alice
Spnngs — thebush cabms have

P
itsartfully battered furniture, tasteful

toak.
Thereare cattle- hlde rugsand private
verandas where: you can klp beneath the

should carry agovernment snuggle
wammg There’s acclalmed food

stars. Eitherjoin in th king
day orkick back and watch the red
Outback cragsignitein the setting sun.
Details £155pp per night half-board (0061
89530170, 0oraminnahomestead.com.au;

30Ild School,
Lundy Island
Itmighthavetherichbluefacadeofa

Details £507anight fullboard with Bon
Voyage (0800316 0194, bon-voyage.co.uk)

5The Secret Ranchito,
Patagonia, Chile

The clue’sinthe name. Nestlingbeneath
snow-licked peaks, it sits on theroad less
travelled and canbereached only by foot,

Mexican courtyard but th
Old School is washed by Brxsml Channel
gustsrather than South American sun.

The two-person corrugated-iron bolt hole,
dubbed “the blue bung” has period
furnitureand wall charts. It makes the
perfectbase for clifftop hikes.

Details From £224 for three nights
through the Landmark Trust
(01628825925, landmarktrust.org.uk)

horseor - Yourluggage arrives
by ox cartand chefs hike in with your
meals. Decor, naturally, is wood-heavy
with cowhide chairs, rugs andlocal throws
overthebed. There are widescreen views
ofthe Tres Monjas peaks. Theloois
outside, theshower’sinatreetrunk,and
isolation s rarely so glorious.

Details £289 anight all inclusive with

i-escape (i-escape.com)

Clockwise from top left:
KuanguKuangu (7) in
Namibia; Little Tom's
Cottage (1). New Zealand;
Blencathra shepherd's hut
(8), Cumbria; and the
Roundhouse (6), France

6 The Roundhouse,
Dordogne, France

Seriously quirky and romantic, the
Roundhouseis tucked into a hillside

7 I\uan;uKmngu,

Namib Desert, Namibia
Anotherslice of African wilderness that
would havesuiteda royal proposal,

geof V
); th (green turf coversa

wonderfully curling beamed roof)
logs, glass bonles and reclaimed

looksamulti-hued
valley. Seamlessly blending with the
landscape, the one-room hideaway with
alfresco kitchen and bathroom fuses. logs

double-gl

with earth)

vasl s formula forsolitude,

valleywurhnum insight. Its
outside kitchen and shower might test
your mettleinwinter, but thisis an escape
forromantics, dreamers or keen greenies.
Details From £34 anight with One Off
Places (oneoffplaces.co.uk)

sitting and staring, The name comes from
the Ovambo people’s word for the Milky
‘Way,anod to the astonishing night sky.
Details £93a night
(kuangukuangu.com)

Dream ski prices from Skidomtrips.com

o,
Peesookcsis Sl U
cavipment

The most flexible way to book a ski holiday

Book now at www.skidomtrips.com

| call 0844 879 8151

oF see your local travel agent

2]

winter sun holidays

call now
0800 044 5155

es.com

inspiredluxurye:

8Bler
Cumbria
This shepherd’s hut gazing across
Cumbria’sfellsis so ludicrously cute—all
tiny windows, curved roof and smoking
chimney—thatit could be made of
Witha Kitch
bathroom nearby, it resists the North
West’sinclement weather witha
wood-burningstove, sheepskin rugs and
heavy-duty bedding. In summer the hut,
fortwoto four people, opensontoa
gorgeous landscape.
Details From £65anightwith Canopy and
Stars (01275395447, canopyandstars.co.uk)

9The Mud Hut,

The Mudhouse, Sri Lanka

Tropical simplicity is the watchword of
this gaggle of wattle-and-daub thatched
hutslaced through 60 acres of forestin

northwest Sri L wetlands.

thtogo

‘What the two-person Mud Hutlacks in
electricity and boiling waterit makes

up forin atmosphere, with open sides
letting the forestin (itsbirdlife is
incredible). Nights are illuminated by oil
lampsandfires, while yourfood comes

backtobasics. . .
11 Erg Chebbi Dunes,
Sahara, Morocco

Askany film director: the Sahara delivers
romance ike few other locations Among

from the ‘ganicfarm.
Details £117 anight full board and
excursions with i-escape (i-escape.com)

10 Ghillie's Rest,
Alladale, Scotland
Itmightbenew butthis sturdy cottage
withitsreclaimed orlocally sourced wood,
stone and fabrics, slips: effort]essly into
ular Highland land
Offenng styleaswell as wilderness views,
ithasa deer-antler chandelier and
wood-burningstove. There s off-road
driving, hiking, stalking and shooting.
Details From £87pp per night full board
(01863755338, alladale.com)

thedormantvolc:

of Erg Chebbi, a chicbespoke camp w:th
wall-to-wall rugs and handcrafted
furniture can be erected on demand,
givingyou the sensation of first
footstepsin the sand. You can visit the
1,200ft walls of Todra Gorge before
returning for top-notch food.

Details £2,000pp for two nights’ full board

and excursions, with Abercrombie & Kent

(08456182200, abercrombiekent.co.uk)
12 Shakti Village Houses
Ladakh, India

Thetasteful renovation of three village
houses along the Indus Valley hasbought

high-level comfort to the high-altitude
desertdrama of Ladakh. Expect
handmade furniture, toasty stoves and
organictoiletries—and rooftop pagodas
overlooking the mountains and
monasteries. A team, including guide and
chef, follow you between the houses,
allowingyouto hike, raftand explore.
Details Eight nights from £3,687,
including flights, with Cazenove & Loyd
(020-7384 2332, cazloyd.com)

Sleep outside in a Kiboko
star bed at Loisaba
Wilderness (15), top; home
comforts at Aman--Khas
(14), above; and a bespoke
camp in the Sahara at Erg
Chebbi Dunes (11), below

66

The Sahara
delivers
romance like
few other
locations

”

13 Redoubt Rd\ L ()dgc
Alaska
Redoubt Bay,50 photogenic miles
southwest of Anchorage by floatplane,
hasspace. Oodles of it. As the only
accommodationwithin171,000 acres of a
“critical habitat area” —millions of birds
migrate and nest here —it’sarecipe for
contemplation, not claustrophobia.
Overlookinga chain of lakes backed by
snow-covered peaks, the comfortable
stove-heated cabins offer excellentbear
viewing fishingand the acclaimed
Alaskan cuisine of owner Kirsten Dixon.
Details £800pp per night with Bon Voyage
(0800316 0194, bon-voyage.co.uk)

14 Aman-i-Khas
Rajasthan, India

‘Aman’s cool elegance isn’t exactly
back-to-basics,but there’sno doubt that
theten vast tents of Aman-i-Khas offer
serenity and sensuousstyle. Pitched
each Octoberto April on the edge of
Ranthambore National Park,a
tiger-viewing hot spot, they offer
air-conditioned rooms, surrounded by tall
grass, scrubandtrees.

Details £712 per night plus $125pp board
charge with Aman (amanresorts.com)

15 Loisaba House,

Loisaba Wilderness, Kenya
Location, location, location. The
four-person house on the edge of the
Kenyan escarpment has unforgettable
viewsacross the Laikipia plains to Mount
Kenya—isthataprincel cansee
kneeling? Thereal place to pop the
question, though, is when you arelying
under thestarsinaKibokostarbed.
Details From £2,530 for two people
and two nights’ full board with

i Abercrombie & Kent (0845 618 2200,

abercrombiekent.co.uk)



